
We dare to Hope in the Name of the Lord 

 

Song – I bless your name (6.52 min.) 

 

Open with Prayer 

 

This morning, my testimony is called We dare to Hope in the Name 

of the Lord. Hopefully, you were able to listen to the song “I bless your 

name” before my talk. If not, I encourage you to go on the retreat website 

and listen to it sometime today.  

Songs are a wonderful instrument sometimes used by God. I can 

recall songs in my own life that have spoken to my heart and moved me to 

tears, or encouraged me when I needed Hope. 

 We mark parts of our lives even with songs - like when we dance our 

first dance at our wedding or play a special song to honor our loved one at 

their funeral to say good bye. Songs seem to captured our feelings and put 

into words those feelings that we have deep inside our hearts. I am sure as 

I am speaking, you can recall songs that have touched your own life.  

Well this particular song “I bless your name” came on the radio one 

morning several years ago and did something I have never experience 

before. It drew me into the Gospel story of Paul and Silas that I had either 

never heard before or if I had, it wasn’t something I had spent much time 

thinking about yet meditating on.  

As I read the Scripture, I want you to close your eyes and image you 

are there with Paul and Silas: 

Scripture records: in Acts: 16: 16 – 26 

Once when we were going to the place of prayer (which Scripture 

reports they would have been going to the river in this story), we were 

met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the 

future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune 

telling. She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “these men are 



servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be 

saved.” She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so 

annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of 

Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the 

spirit left her. 

When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, 

they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to 

face the authorities. They brought them before the magistrates and 

said, “these men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 

by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” 

The crowd joined the attack against Paul and Silas, and the 

magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods. After 

they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the 

jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. When he received 

these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in 

the stocks.  

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there 

was such a violent earthquake that the foundation of the prison doors 

flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.   

Can you picture this story in your own mind? It definitely was a 

dramatic event that was occurring. Many would say Paul and Silas were in 

a big mess. I heard a sermon once that said Miracles can’t happen unless 

you are in a mess. What does it mean to be in a mess? It means there is 

nothing I can do by my own effort or power to get out of this situation.  

Most of us find ourselves in messes because of choices we have 

chosen for our own lives. I know I have made bad choices and then not 

liking the consequences and have asked God to fix it. But in this story 

Paul and Silas are in a mess not because of something they did wrong but 

because it was God’s will that they be there. But what strikes me even 

more is what Paul and Silas were doing during their midnight hour of a 

messy, difficult situation. 



You see, when I heard that song “I bless your name.” It caused me to 

ask myself how could Paul and Silas be praying and singing hymns to God 

after what had just happened to them? They were on their second 

missionary journey and had been doing what the Holy Spirit had directed 

them to do but yet they were being prosecuted, beaten, thrown in jail, and 

chained all because they set a slave girl free of a demon in the name of 

Jesus. And because this slave girl had been set free – her owner was 

furious at the disciples for losing their income and demanded the Roman 

soldiers punish them for being Jews and causing an uproar – leaving out 

that they were also Roman citizens which would have changed the way the 

magistrates dealt with them. And all this was happening to them without 

just cause or even a trial.  

I don’t know about you but for me, I was struck by the actions of the 

disciples. I have been in situations in my life far less messy and my first 

reaction wasn’t to praise God; my reaction was to whine or complain 

about the situation to God or complain to my friends.  But here is Paul and 

Silas in jail, and beaten but they are not grumbling or complaining about 

their circumstances to God and what has just happened to them. Scripture 

doesn’t record them plotting a plan to get out of the situation they were in. 

– because Scripture reports later in Acts 16: 27 – 40 that  

The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he 

drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the 

prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “don’t harm yourself! We 

are all here!”  

Wait a minute “We are all here”? I don’t know about you, but my 

reaction wouldn’t have been to stay. I would have been “thanks God”, you 

answered my prayers and we are out of here. But wait…Paul knew it 

wasn’t about getting out of the situation he found himself in. It wasn’t 

about him at all. It was about the mission He and Silas had been 

commissioned to do which was to spread the Good news to others.  

But wait it says, Paul reported we are all here – meaning the other 

prisoners had not left either. What would make them stay too? Maybe Paul 



and Silas’s reaction to the situation and then the Earthquake made them 

take notice that something was going on and I need to stay and figure this 

out too just like the jailer.  

For Scripture records: 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before 

Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must 

I do to be saved?” 

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – 

you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to 

him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the 

jailer took them and washed their wounds (showing repentance); then 

immediately he and his entire household were baptized (conversion). 

The jailer took them into his house and set a meal before them; he was 

filled with joy because he had come to believe in God – he and his 

whole household.  

When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the 

jailer with the order; “Release those men.” The jailer told Paul, “the 

magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you can 

leave. Go in peace.” 

LOOK AT PAUL’S REACTION: but Paul said to the officers: 

they beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman 

citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of 

us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 

The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they 

heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. 

They came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, 

requesting them to leave the city.  

After Paul and Silas came out of prison, they went to Lydia’s 

house, where they met with the brothers and sisters and encouraged 

them. Then they left. (You may ask, Who is Lydia? She was a dealer 



of purple cloth (a rich business women you may say) that had just 

become a believer prior to Paul and Silas being put in prison).   

But why did they stay? That’s not the reaction of someone trying to 

escape. That is the reaction of someone trying to serve God in their 

circumstances. Paul and Silas were spreading the Good news and 

establishing church communities. I have heard it said, because of Paul the 

Gospel began to spread to the Gentiles which for most of us, unless your 

family background comes from a Jewish heritage would be you and me 

today. 

So the journey began for me to ask God how or what happened to 

Paul and Silas to get them to this point in their lives? That they were able 

to praise and sing hymns to God during their midnight hour and the fact 

that they remained in the prison even when the doors had opened and the 

chains came off when they could have chosen to escape.  

 This is what I have come to understand and experience from this 

Gospel story: 

1) Paul and Silas had a personal relationship with God and they knew 

their mission. They were being led by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the 

Good news which was that Jesus died for our sins. He paid the price on the 

Cross. Remember, Christ died for us (we are the ungodly). We didn’t earn 

it and can never earn it. It is a gift. It’s a demonstration of God’s love for 

us so that we might live in fellowship with Him. God knew we could 

never be good enough to earn it so I needed to stop beating myself up 

when I fail and recognize the Good News. God deserves our praises 

because He paid the price for us. He took on my punishment.  

2) Salvation is a gift that is to be shared. I am to let others know 

about Jesus Christ and what He has done for me by setting me free. It’s 

my mission as a Christian. It’s important to share my story with others 

especially non-believers. It is also important how I act, what I say, or how 

I live because non-believers don’t have the same perspective of life as a 

believer.  



As a believer, I know I am loved by God and forgiven. I have learned 

that the forgiveness I received by God is a gift. A gift God asks me in turn 

to share with others by loving others and showing forgiveness. We are 

called by God to love others even those that chose to insult or attempt to 

hurt us as Paul and Silas did.  

It’s a learning process and something the Holy Spirit has been 

teaching me. I will tell you from experience that I have had many 

opportunities to practice showing love and forgiveness to others. It’s 

funny how God does that in order to get you to practice virtues. He makes 

it practical and hands on. I have learned He wants me to learn and 

remember from my experiences with Him. The good news is the Holy 

Spirit is with me, to teach me, and encourage me along the way.  

3) God is in charge and I am not. When life throws me curse balls 

and I want to start taking care of the situation by my own efforts, I end up 

spinning my wheels sometimes and feeling overwhelmed. I have come to 

realize I am reserved to trusting God in my unanswered situations in life 

and finding peace that He is in charge and I am not. I am not in control but 

He is and His promises are enduring. He is our firm foundation.  

I have found encouragement in reading my Bible. I can be honest it’s 

not always my first response but when I do go to Him first, It’s amazing 

how God uses His Word to speak to my heart. The Bible is God’s Word to 

us - Inspired by the Holy Spirit to teach us, speak to us, and encourage us. 

But His Word is also one of the weapons God gives us to combat evil and 

temptation.   

 He also uses the Bible to remind me of His promises of who He is, 

what He had done, and who I am in Him. I have looked up Scriptures and 

tried to remind myself when I can’t feel Him sometimes moving in my 

life. I have been a part of Bible studies, and listened to programs on the 

radio or internet to grow in my knowledge of God’s word. I am not good 

at it all the time but over time I have seen God’s word come up in my 

mind during stressful and difficult situations in my life. I have also asked 

the Holy Spirit to help me understand God’s word.  



Earlier this year, a thought came to me while I was gardening. I pray 

for God’s will, I ask Him to fix situations, but do I really believe and am I 

willing to let go and trust God with the outcome? Or do I hold on, trying 

to solve the problem, complaining to God when it’s not going as I 

planned.  

In one way or another, we have all been impacted by a number of 

world events this past year including the impact of Covid on our lives. 

Unexpectedly, what we knew and have come to expect and trust was 

suddenly turned upside down. But in each of our situations, I have had to 

ask myself do I believe God’s plan is being worked out in my life and the 

lives of others? I believe God is giving me an opportunity to lean on Him, 

to trust Him in the unseen future – to fully understand that He is in control 

and I am not.   

Romans 5:3 speaks to the …glory in our sufferings, because we know 

that sufferings, produces perseverance; perseverance, character, and 

character hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 

has been given to us.  

4) God used Paul and Silas’s personal experiences with God to 

strengthen their Faith. To give you an example, many of you know I was 

stricken with an eye condition when I was in junior high that cause me to 

be isolated for close to a year and a half. It was during this time, that God 

intervened in my life and saved me from attempting suicide. He became 

personal to me and began to give me Hope.  

It was during this time; I also experienced healing of my eye 

condition and eventually was able to return to school. But what many of 

you may not know is this past Fall in 2020, out of the blue, I came home 

from work with my eyes sensitive to light again and by the end of the 

night, I could not open my eyes to any type of light without it causing 

extreme pain. It was just like I had experienced when I was a child. Only 

this time, I found myself not afraid or panicking. My boyfriend on the 

other hand had never experienced this before and was rightly worried and 



insisted we call my eye doctor’s office. He was right, we called and 

received medication which helped and eventually my eye condition was 

no longer an issue again.  

Some thoughts came to me during this experience – why was this 

occurring after all these years? I don’t know but God knows. Maybe it was 

a reminder to me. Maybe it was to show how Mighty He is. I do know it 

showed me that my experiences with God over the years and my situation 

with my eyes allowed me to find Peace through that experience. Why? 

Because I had been through the adversity before with Him. God had given 

me a reference point that he would see me through this time in my life also 

even if the outcome was different. I can trust Him.  

5) Paul and Silas had Hope. Hope is commonly used in our culture to 

mean a wish. Its strength comes from the person’s desire. But in the Bible, 

Hope is the confident expectation of what God has promised and its 

strength is in His faithfulness. It’s having an optimistic attitude. Hope 

leads us to faith. That is why Hope is so important.  

In other words, hope is the birthplace of Christian self- sacrificing 

love. That’s because we just let God take care of us and we aren’t pre-

occupied with having to worry about taking care of ourselves. Hope is the 

belief things will work out especially when it seems otherwise. It helps 

you stay calm and peaceful when something less desirable emerges. Hope 

believes you will get through it. Hope remembers the times God has 

brought you through it. Hope armed with faith believes the impossible.  

There is also a close connection between Hope and trust. We as 

Christians are called to Trust in God alone. The Bible warns against 

putting our trust in riches (Job 31:24-28, Ps. 52:1-7, Prov. 11:18) idols (Ps. 

115: 3-11, Hab. 2:18-19), foreign powers (Isa. 20:5), military might (Isa 

30:15-16, 31:1-3, Hosea 10:13), Princes (Ps. 146:3-7), or other human 

beings (Jer. 17:5-8). God is the true object of our Hope. The Bible says we 

can count on His steadfast love (Ps. 33: 18), His ordinances (Ps. 119: 43), 

His Word (Ps. 119: 49, 74, 81, 114, and 147), His teachings (Isa 42: 4), 

and His salvation (Ps. 119: 166).  



Hope leads to joy (Rm. 12:12), a boldness (2 Cor. 3:12), a belief in 

faith and love (Col. 1: 4-5), it  comforts us (1 thes. 4:18), and it shares in 

God’s glory (Rm. 5: 2, Heb. 3:6). Hope has a sanctifying effect causing us 

to look expectantly for the return of Christ. Hope also stimulates us to do 

good works while we await Jesus’s return.   

Paul and Silas had this Hope and Trust in God and knew that their 

suffering had purpose. In this situation, the jailer and his whole household 

became believers because of Paul and Silas’s testimony. The way Paul and 

Silas handled their suffering became a witness to those around them and 

can be a witness to you and me today.   

Instead of whining, Paul and Silas used the power of praise and 

worship to break the situation they were in and brought about a witness to 

others around them. It brought around conversion in this situation of the 

jailer and his household. It will bring about conversion in your own life 

too. Praises are the response of His children saying I love you Father. I 

trust you Father. I belong to you and trust you in all circumstances. 

G. D. Watson once wrote “When the suffering soul reaches a calm, 

sweet carelessness, when it inwardly smiles at its own suffering and not 

even be asked to be delivered then it works its blessed ministry. Then the 

cross you carry begins to weave itself into a crown. When we give our 

suffering over to God and sink ourselves into His Will. He will make 

every pain work its divine purpose in our lives. (taken from YouTube: 

COVID-19 health update from Jonie Eareckson Tada) 

I pray God uses my words today to speak to your suffering. I pray 

you will embrace God with willful thanks. Finding Hope in your 

hardships.  Just like Paul and Silas, I sing because I am able, I sing 

because I am free. My eye is on Jesus who has set me Free.  

I now end with an invite to watch the song on the 

website:  “Goodness of God” and sing praises to our Father. Amen (5.04 

min.) 

 


